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Arise, Awake, And Stop Not Till the Goal is Reached 
-Swami Vivekananda 

 

Introduction 

In the changing national environment, the youth is passionate to do something for 

their Motherland. In order to further augment their passion towards motherland and 

to provide them an opportunity on one hand and also change some trend of reduced 

interest in Patriotism & Nation Building a need was felt to create a mass sustainable 

mobilization of the youth for developing their interest in Patriotism and engage 

them in meaningful Nation Building activities. 

 

The first Declamation Contest was organised in the year 2015-16 as part of Republic 

Day Celebration 2016 in which about 25000 participants participated at Block, 

District and State level in 30 States which culminated at National level in New Delhi. 

 

The Second Declamation Contest have been organised during December 2016 -

January 2017 in district NYKs with full time YC and ACTs. 

 

2.  Objectives 

a) To strengthen the spirit of Nationalism and Patriotic feeling amongst 

youth and masses for enhanced participation in nation building. 

b) To identify youth with leadership qualities and good communication 

skills for their further development and empowerment to enable them 

to take lead in understanding the functions and policies of the Govt. 

towards Nation Building & popularizing Flagship Schemes of Govt. 

 

3. Implementing Agency 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) - its offices at National, State & 

District levels. 

 

4. Funding Agency 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India 
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5.  Target Group  

Youth from all walks of life & sections of society in the age group of 18- 29 yrs  

 

6. Level of Contests & Prizes  

• District Level -1st Prize:- Rs. 5,000/-,  2nd Prize:- Rs. 2,000/-, 3rd Prize:- 

1,000/- 

• State Level- 1st Prize:- Rs. 25,000/-, 2nd Prize:- 10,000/-,   3rdPrize:-

5,000/- 

• National Level – 1st Prize:- Rs. 2,00,000/-, 2nd Prize:- 1,00,000/-  3rd 

Prize:- 50,000/-, consolation prizes 2 @ Rs. 25,000/- 

 

7. Time Line 

 December 2016 to January 2017 (Date of National level Declamation 

contest - 19th January 2017 to 20th January 2017) 

 

8. Language of contest 

 Hindi and English 

 

9. Implementation Strategies 

The Declamation Contests were organized at three levels viz. at District, State 

and National Level. 

• The programme was organised at District level for the youth for all walks 

of life in the age group of 18-29 yrs.  

• First Prize Winners from each district of states were invited at State Level 

Declamation Contest.  

• All First Prize Winners of State Level were invited at National Level 

Declamation Contest.  

 

10. Judges 

Minimum three judges were selected for judging the performance of 

participant’s district and State level of Declamation Contest. The judges were 

renowned persons from the field of academics, history, development, youth 
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work, social activists & mass media etc. At National Level,  a panel of eight 

judges evaluated the performances of the contestants.  

 

 

11. The Programme:- 

The Declamation Contests were organised at District level, State level and 

finally at National Level.  Wide publicity & media coverage was ensured for 

successful organization of the contests.  People from all walks of life 

witnessed and encouraged the contests at each level at  

 

The Declamation Contest was organised throughout India 

• In 174 districts with participation of 3998 contestants,  

• In 26 States with participation of 165 contestants and  

 

At National Level on 19th – 20th January, 2017 with participation of 25 

contestants who were the 1st Prize winners of State level Contests. 

 

The National level Declamation Contest on Patriotism and Nation Building on 

the occasion of Republic Day Celebration, 2017 was organised by Nehru Yuva 

Kendra Sangathan under the guidance of Ministry of Youth Affairs and 

Sports and Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India at Hindi Bhawan, Rouse 

Avenue, New Delhi on 19th -20th January, 2017.   

 

A total of 25 State level 1st Prize Winners from 25 States participated in 

National Declamation Contest at Delhi. 

 

The National level Declamation Contest was inaugurated by Shri Vijay Goel, 

Hon’ble Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports (Independent Charge), Govt. of 

India by lighting the lamp.  During the inaugural programme Dr. A.K. Dubey, 

Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 

Govt. of India, Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh, Vice Chairperson, BOG, Nehru Yuva 

Kendra Sangathan, Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Director General, Director General, 
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Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan and Dr. Veerendra Mishra, Executive 

Director, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan was present. 

  

Shri Vijay Goel, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of 

Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. of India while inaugurating the National level 

Declamation Contest said that who is working for the society welfare of 

society and their fellow countrymen are patriots. He further said that Youth 

should actively participate in the flagship programmes of Govt. of India 

launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Swachh 

Bharat Mission, Cashless Transaction, Digital India, PM Skill Development 

Programme, Smart City, PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Start up India, Stand up India 

etc. 

 

Dr. A.K. Dubey, Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth 

Affairs and Sports, Govt. of India, in his speech during the occasion called 

upon the youth that whatever you do, you do with confidence and best of 

your ability and perfection that will contributes towards Patriotism and 

Nation Building. He further said that, the youth should never give up and 

always keep progressing in their endeavors.  

 

Maj Gen. (Retd.) Dilawar Singh, Director General, Nehru Yuva Kendra 

Sangathan in his welcome address during the inaugural programme stressed 

the importance of discipline, self confidence and leadership quality amongst 

youth which help in inculcation of Patriotism and Nation building.  

 He said that Declamation Contest has been termed as most popular 

programme of NYKS in which youth participate in large no. voluntarily.   

 

Dr. Veerendra Mishra, Executive Director, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 

proposed the vote of thanks and stress the need of developing self confidence 

and hardworking for participation in Nation building activities. 

 

At National level the contestant gave their best in the 10 minutes presentation 

before the august gathering and was appreciated by all present.  The 
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participants gave their presentation on Patriotism and Nation Building by 

assimilating the current National development issues and scenario like Youth 

Participation and awareness development in Nation flagship programmes 

initiated by Hon’ble Prime Minister of India like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, 

Swachh Bharat Mission, Cashless Transaction, Digital India, PM Skill 

Development Programme, Smart City, PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Start up India, 

Stand up India etc. along with sharing the feeling of fellowship  and essence 

of Patriotism and Nation Building.  The life and works of Swami 

Vivekananda, Mahatama Gandhi, Sardar Patel, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

and freedom fighters were quoted by the contestants in their presentation. 

 

Mr. Ravi Gupta, Motivator talked in detail about Digital India Campaign and 

Cashless Transaction during the programme which helped the participants to 

understand about the digital and cashless transaction. 

 

About 250 youth from NYKs, NSS and Bhartiya Vidhya Peeth participated in 

the function on 19th – 20th January, 2017. 

 

The panel of eight judges evaluated the performances of the contestants and 

declared Ms. Seerat Baji from Jammu and Kashmir State as the first prize 

winner with cash award of Rs. 2,00,000/- followed by second prize winner 

Mr. Pratik Kumar Sharma from Chhattisgarh with cash award of Rs. 

1,00,000/-  and third Prize Winner Mr. Dhruv Sharma from Rajasthan with 

cash award of Rs. 50,000/-.  Certificates were given to all contestants.  

 

The prizes and certificates were presented by Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh, Vice 

Chairperson, BOG, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan to the winners and 

participants on 20th January 2017 at Hindi Bhawan, Rouse Avenue, New 

Delhi.   

 

Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh in his presidential address during the prize 

distribution ceremony of the National Declamation Contest programme 
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stressed the need of hard work, sincerity, inculcating habit of respective 

women, patriotism and contributing towards nation building. 

 

Before the prize distribution ceremony the learned panel of Judges of 

National Declamation Contest shared their thoughts and experience on 

Patriotism and Nation building in the perspective of Youth Participation in 

Nation Development.  

 

12. Felicitation of National Declamation Contest Prize Winners by Ministry of 

Defence, Govt. of India 

 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Prize winners of National Declamation Contest were 

felicitated by Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India and got an opportunity to 

interact with Shri Subhash Bhamre Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry of 

Defence, Govt. of India on 28th January 2017 at Rashtriya Rangshala Camp, 

Delhi Cantonment, New Delhi. 

 

12. Conclusion:-  

Declamation Contest have started the process of stirring the young minds for 

working towards developing Patriotism and Nation Building amongst 

general masses and also for facilitating awareness on National Flagship 

programmes for Nation Development.  Declamation contests provided youth 

an opportunity to exhibit their presentation skills and art of speaking in 

public on one hand and created the desired environment among the entire 

youth community on the other by sparking healthy positive conversation 

among youth in India and also activated Social Media, yield potential Youth 

Leaders for awareness creation, popularization and facilitate implementation 

of National Flagship Programs of Government of India and further ignite 

Nationalism. It also facilitated them to develop and refine their leadership 

qualities.  It created very positive environment and opened vistas for healthy 

debate on Patriotism & Nation building thus inculcating the spirit of 

Patriotism and Nationalism amongst the youth. 
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Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. of India 

Participation Details of Declamation Contests on Patriotism and Nation 
Building as part of Republic Day Celebration, 2017 

 

Sl. 
N
o. 

States District level Contest State level Contest National 
Declamation 
Contest (No. 

of 
Participants) 

Number of 
Districts in which 

Declamation 
contests were held  

Number of 
participants 
at District 

level 
contest 

Date of 
State 
level 

contest  

Number of 
participants 

at State 
level 

contest 

1 Andhra 
Pradesh 

3 132 02.01.2017 3 1 

2 Assam 9 170 23.12.2016 8 1 

3 Bihar 11 278 03.01.2017 11 1 

4 Chhattisgarh 5 84 07.01.2017 5 1 

5 Delhi 9 178 03.01.2016 9 1 

6 Gujarat 2 40 05.01.2017 2 1 

7 Haryana  5 220 11.01.2017 5 1 

8 Himachal 
Pradesh  

4 86 29.12.2016 4 1 

9 J&K 5 265 23.12.2016 5 1 

10 Jharkhand 6 156 05.01.2017 6 1 

11 Karnataka 5 81 05.01.2016 5 1 

12 Kerala 5 62 26.12.2016 5 1 

13 Madhya 
Pradesh 

17 375 07.01.2017 17 1 

14 Maharashtra 10 183 05.01.2017 10 1 

15 Manipur 7 91 07.01.2016 6 1 

16 Meghalaya 2 20 30.12.2016 2 1 

17 Nagaland 1 10 14.12.2016 1 0 

18 Odisha 5 61 22.12.2016 5 1 

19 Punjab 7 175 23.12.2016 6 1 

20 Rajasthan 8 225 25.12.2016 8 1 

21 Sikkim 1 21 27.12.2016 1 1 

22 Tamil Nadu 14 302 28.12.2016 11 1 

23 Telangana 2 61 30.12.2016 2 1 

24 Tripura 3 38 24.12.2016 3 1 

25 Uttar Pradesh 14 345 05.01.2017 11 1 

26 West Bengal 14 339 06.01.2017 14 1 

  Total 174 3,998 26 165 25 
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National Level Declamation Contest on “Patriotism and Nation 

Building” as part of Republic Day Celebrations 2017 

 

List of 1st Prize winners from State level Declamation Contest for participating in 

National Level Declamation Contest at New Delhi on 19th and 20th January 2017 

Sl. 
No. 

State Name of Participant Father’s Name District 

1 Andhra Pradesh Mr. B. Bharath Bisati Adinarayana Anantapuram 

2 Assam Lovleena Saharia Shri Kulen Saharia Darrang 

3 Bihar Shri Shivendra Kumar 
Malviya 

Shri Jainendra Kumar 
Malviya 

Gaya 

4 Chhattisgarh Pratik Kumar Sharma Sushil Sharma Durg 

5 Delhi Shahnawaz Manabbar Ali East Delhi 

6 Gujarat Patel Anjali P Pankaj Bhai Gandhinagar 

7 Haryana Priya Sharma Sham Sunder Sharma Ambala 

8 Himachal Pradesh Shiva Devi Hira Lal Kullu 

9 J&K Seerat Baji Mushtaq Hussain Jammu 

10 Jharkhand Shri Raja Ram Mishra Subodh Mishra Giridih 

11 Karnataka Aditya Shetty Janana Mr. Janana Vasanth 
Shetty 

Mangalore 

12 Kerala Devika Krishnan Mr. Radhakrishnan P Thrissur 

13 Madhya Pradesh Shubham Sharma Madan Mohan Sharma Gwalior 

14 Maharashtra Sh. Subodh Premdas 
Dhurandhar 

Premdas Amravati 

15 Manipur C. Thangminlal Doungel Paokhosei Doungel  Churachandp
ur 

16 Meghalaya Wanborlang Malngiang Shri Waltingroy 
Siangshai 

Ri-Bhoi 

17 Odisha Rakesh Das Ramakanta Das Kendrapara 

18 Punjab Ms. Kajal Mahajan Ajay Mahajan Gurdaspur 

19 Rajasthan Dhruv Sharma Mr. Sitaram Sharma Udiapur 

20 Sikkim Yashal Dorjee Tamang Chandra Bir Tamang South Sikkim 

21 Tamil Nadu Pradeep Kumar. S Senthil Kumar. V Salem 

22 Telanagana Smt. N. Anusha Laxman Rao Warangal 

23 Tripura Shri Jagat Moni Jamatia Paramoni Jamatia West Tripura 

24 Uttar Pradesh Smriti Suman Jha Shankar Kr. Jha Varanasi 

25 West Bengal Debadrita Samajdar Saumen Samajdar South Kolkata 
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National level Programme 

 

Shri Vijay Goel, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. 

of India inaugurating the National Declamation Contest at Delhi 
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Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Dilawar Singh, Director General, NYKS welcoming the dignitories and participants 

 

 

 

   

Shri Vijay Goel, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. 

of India addressning the dignitories and participatns in National Declamation Contest at Delhi 
 



 

 
R e p o r t  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e c l a m a t i o n  C o n t e s t  2 0 1 6 - 1 7  

 

Page 12 
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Ms. Seerat Baji from Jammu and Kashmir receving the 1
st

 Prize of the National Declamation Contest at Delhi 

from Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh, Vice Chairman, BOG, NYKS 
 

 

.. 

Sh. Prateek Kumar Sharma from Chhattisgarh receving the 2
nd

 Prize of the National Declamation Contest at 

Delhi from Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh, Vice Chairman, BOG, NYKS 
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Sh. Dhruv Sharma from Rajasthan receving the 3rd Prize of the National Declamation Contest at Delhi 

from Shri Dinesh Pratap Singh, Vice Chairman, BOG, NYKS 
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National Declamation Contest 
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Press Release in PIB 

 

 

 

 

The Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C), Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Vijay 

Goel interacting with the participants of the National Declamation 

Contest, at the inauguration of the National Declamation Contest, in 

New Delhi on January 19, 2017. 

CNR :92753 Photo ID :98124 
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The Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C), Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Vijay 

Goel addressing at the inauguration of the National Declamation 

Contest, in New Delhi on January 19, 2017. The Secretary, 

Department of Youth Affairs, Shri A.K. Dubey and the DG, NYKS, 

Major General (Retd.) Dilawar Singh are also seen.  

CNR :92752 Photo ID :98123 
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The Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C), Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Vijay 

Goel inaugurated the National Declamation Contest, in New Delhi on 

January 19, 2017. The Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Shri 

A.K. Dubey and the DG, NYKS, Major General (Retd.) Dilawar Singh 

are also seen. 

CNR :92751 Photo ID :98122 
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Falicitation of National Declamation 

Contest Prize Winners by 

Ministry of Defence, Gov. of India  
 

 
Shri Subhash Bhamre, Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India 

felicitation of National Declamation Contest Prize Winners  
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State level 

Chhattisgarh

 

R e p o r t  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e c l a m a t i o n  C o n t e s t  2 0 1 6

level Programme

Chhattisgarh 

Delhi State 
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Programme 
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Haryana 
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Jammu & Kashmir 
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Jharkhand 
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Kerala 
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Madhya Pradesh 
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Meghalaya 
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Rajasthan 
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Sikkim 

      

 

Tamil Nadu 
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Telangana 

    

 

 

Uttar Pradesh 
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WEST BENGAL 
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Chhattisgarh
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Jammu and Kashmir 
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Madhya Pradesh 
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Meghalaya 

 

 

Sikkim 
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Rajasthan 
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Jammu and Kashmir 
1st Prize Winner of National Declamation Contest 
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Chhattisgarh 
2nd  Prize Winner of National Declamation Contest 

 

 

 

 

"�द�ल� �दल वाल	 क�", यह� महसूस �कया म�न ेअपनी रा���य भाषण � तयो#गता के दौरान। नेह' युवा क) * संगठन 

ने ना केवल एक � तयो#गता आयोिजत करना अपना उ2दे3य समझा, वरन ्समूचे देश म) युवाओं म) देश �ेम क� 

भावना पैदा करन ेऔर उ;ह) रा��- नमा=ण क� मु>य धारा म) जोड़ने क� एक सफल पहल क�। 
 

हम सभी � तभा#गय	 न ेना केवल � तयो#गता जीतना अपना उ2दे3य समझा, बि�क देश-भिCत और रा��- नमा=ण 

जैसे Dवलंत Eवषय के साथ ;याय करते हुए, देश क� सGची तHवीर उकेरने का �यास �कया। रा�� के 174 िजल	 और 

26 राDय	 म) आयोिजत क� गयी इस � तयो#गता ने 3,998 युवाओं को अपनी मुह�म का साJय बनाया। म� पूरे 

Eव3वास के साथ यह कह सकता हँू, �क � तयो#गता के आयोजन से लेकर � तभा#गय	 क� मेहमान-नवाजी तक, नेह' 

युवा क) * संगठन न ेिजस लगन के साथ काम �कया वो अपने आप म) देश-भिCत का सूचक है और वत=मान पLर�ेJय 

म) उनक� यह अनूठM पहल,  नि3चत ह� �धानम;Nी जी क� "एक भारत Oे�ठ भारत" क� क�पना को साकार करने क� 

ओर एक अ2Eवतीय कदम है। 

�तीक कुमार शमा= 

Pभलाई 
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Rajasthan 

3rd Prize Winner of National Declamation Contest 

 

 

Jharkhand 
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Andhra Pradesh 
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Assam 
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Delhi 
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Gujarat 

 

 

Himachal Pradesh  
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Haryana 
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Karnataka 
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Kerala 
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Madhya Pradesh  
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Maharashtra 
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Manipur 
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Meghalaya 
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Odisha 
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Punjab 
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Sikkim 
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Tamil Nadu 
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Telangana 

 

 
Tripura 
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Uttar Pradesh 
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West Bengal 
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Lessons learnt 
Following points are emerged from the experience of 

conducting the Declamation Contests 

 

1. Sufficient time are required to be  given for the organisation of 

Declamation Contest at Block, District, State & National Level for 

ensuring quality of the programme. 

2. Proper scrutiny & verification of documents of participants at 

Block, District & State at National level be ensured well in 

advance. 

3. Proper advertisement & wide circulation of the notice for 

organization of Declamation Contest should be ensured at all 

levels well in advance. 

4. People’s Representatives  viz. Hon’ble Ministers, Hon’ble Member 

of Parliament, MLAs, MLCs must be informed about the 

programme  and  invited well in advance . 

5. As far as possible the contestants should wear their traditional 

dress of the respective region/State. 

6. The State Directors, NYKS should ensure that detailed reports are 

submitted within the stipulated time with photograph, video & 

press clippings as per guidelines so that Nation level report are 

compiled & submitted in time. 

7. Since the Declamation Contest is gaining popularity and is one of 

the most popular programme of NYKS, the Declamation Contest 

should be organised in befitting manner at all levels and 

Governors, Hon’ble Ministers, eminent scholars & personalities 

may be invited in the programme to address the contestants. 
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8. The national level Prize winner & contestants should be involved 

in popularization of flagship of programme of Govt. and in 

Leadership Development programme.  They should also be given 

opportunity to work in social and financial inclusion projects for 

welfare of community. 

9. The winners at District, State & National level may be given 

opportunity to act as resource person in programmes & activities 

of NYKS. 

10. The winners at District, State, National level should be nominated 

as brand ambassador for Swachh Bharat & Flagship programme of 

Govt. of India and also may be given opportunity for giving 

Leadership & Motivational Talk to youth. 

11. As per the feedback given by Contestants, the amount of 1st Prize, 

2nd Prize & 3rd Prize may be restructured to minimize the wide gap 

in amount and consolation prizes  may also be given for 

encouraging the contestants.  

12. State Directors, NYKS should go through the guidelines of 

Declamation Contest carefully before implementing the 

Declamation Contest. 

13. At the National Declamation Contest the media wing of NYKS 

Hqtrs should actively involved in wide publicity, documentation, 

press meet, media courage both electric & print media. 
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